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1. - by RoDHImanPr es i de

President's Ramblings,

As | reflect upon our Dillman Family Association Genealogical Conference at Fort Wayne Indiana, one
word comes to mind, thankful. I am thankful for the fellow officers of the DFA who helped plan the event anc
the presenters who both informed and entertained (Rex!) us during the conference. Phil's library of Dillme
related items is always impressive and | am thankful to him for sharing it, as well as all who helped him set |
the display and repack it for the trip back home. | am also thankful to our media expert, Hearshal, who w
able to connect us with Chris in Canada and thankful to my wife, Carol, who helped Hearshal load photos
his computer for use during my presentation.

My presentation was a review of Erik Kirschbaum's book, Burning Beethoven, The Eradication of Germa
Culture in the United States During World War I. | highly recommend the book to those interested in thi
topic. | purchased my copy from Amazon. On our way to Fort Wayne, we spotted a Lutheran Church
Decatur, Indiana and stopped to take a look at the many impressive headstones in the large cemetery be
the church. We discovered that many of the old headstones were carved in German. While we did not have
time to take a look at most of the headstones there, my guess is that very few, if any, were carved in Gern
after 1920. Attached are a few photos of the older headstones with the inscriptions, Heir Ruht In Gott, He
Ruht In Frieden, (Here Rests In God, Here Rests In Peace).

I conclude this article the way | started, thankful to the DFA; my cousins, Betsy and Joe; my cousins, Is
and Julia and their late grandfather Erich Dihimann; for all that this group did to connect me with relative
living in Germany. Isa and her mother Elli visited with us in early August. Carol and | took them to tour
Mountain Lake, Natural Bridge, Virginia Tech and the Mill Mountain Star which overlooks Roanoke, VA.

A couple photos of those activities are also attached. a :

Your Cousin by Choice,
Rod
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Several groups of Dillmans hold reunions in different locations each year. In this part of the newslette
those reunions will be posted with times and locations updated as they become availabklltalaiss
locations and times are subject to change.

Please send photos and info that you would like to share from any past gatherings or to announce an upcon
Dillman reunions to Phil Dillman at pd62pepsi@sbcglobal.net. Thanks!

2016

Saturday, October 8, 2016
Tamms Community Building
Tamms, lllinois

Conrad/ Hans Georg Dill mann Group through John We
Potluck Lunch served around noon Central Daylight Time.
2017

Sunday, June 25 2017
Conrad/Hans Georg Dillmann Group through Andrew Dillman & Elizabeth Bruner.
Arrive at noon, Potluck Lunch served around 1:00 Eastern Daylight Time

Saturday, July 8 2017

Conrad/ Hans Georg Dill mann Group through John We
Arrive at 11:00 or after, Lunch served around noon Central Daylight Time

1:00 Fellowship and Dillman Business Meeting, 5:00 Evening meal

Fried chicken, coffee and tea, eating utensils, plates, and napkins will be provided

Please bring 2 dishes per family and extra if you have guests.

2018

DFA Genealogical Conference

Date TBD

Plainfield, IN

Open to ALL Dillman family researchers



