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The next Dillman Genealogical Conference will be held August 7-9, 2014 in Plainfield,
Indiana, right by the Indianapolis Airport. We will be focusing on Dillmans that served in
the Civil War and the War of 1812. There will be a brief performance on a homemade
banjo by a Dillman that regularly participates in Civil War reenactments. There should
be enough free time for anyone wishing to visit any of the area cemeteries. HOWEVER,
we are negotiating with hotels to find a reasonably priced location for our group. Right
now, our goal is for $100.00 per night or less. Thus, we really need to know if you are
planning to attend this reunion and, if so, if you will be staying at the hotel, and how many
rooms and nights you think you will need. The more room nights we book, the lower our
cost will be and it might help us get the meeting space for free or for a lower cost. Please
contact DFA Secretary Melissa Minke at mminke2@att.net.
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DILLMAN DESCENDANTS & ANCESTORS
1.

“DILLMAN REUNIONS”

Several groups of Dillmans hold reunions in different locations each year. In this part of the newsletter,
those reunions will be posted with times and locations updated as they become available to us. If you would
like your Dillman reunion listed here, please send us the appropriate information. All dates, locations and
times are subject to change.
2013 Saturday, October 5 Tamms, IL

Hans Georg/Conrad Dillmann Group

2014 - August 7, 8, 9 Dillman Genealogical Conference
Plainfield, IN, next to the Indianapolis Airport (Mark your calendars!!!)

2.

Dillman Family Association News Items

A Happy 47th Anniversary to Louise
and Hearshal McKinney recently!
Treasurer’s report as of 8-21-13
$ 577.16 in the Pay Pal account
$3064.87 in the checking account
$ 30.10 in the savings account
$3672.13 Total

From Treasurer Louise McKinney
From the Hans Georg/Conrad Dillmann Group - METCALF, IL – Conrad Craig Dillman of Metcalf died from
congestive heart failure on Saturday (June 22, 2013). He was a winter resident of Haines City, Fla., and died while
hospitalized in Florida. He was born on Dec. 11, 1933, near Hume, IL to Maurice and Berneice Dillman. He is survived
by his sister, Janet Joneal (Kent) Hughes.
He attended schools in Hume and Metcalf, graduating in 1951 from Young America High School. He was employed
by USI Chemical in Tuscola, IL and continued with that company in Morris until retirement.
Conrad had two children from his first marriage - Terry Lewis and Jill (Artie) Marshall. They survive.
Conrad was preceded in death by a second wife, who previously had two children, Vicky Boland and Angie (John)
Hill. They both survive. In 2002, Conrad married a former high school classmate, Norma Brown Yelenick, who
survives. He is also survived by Norma's children, Dale Yelenick, Cindy Blodgett, Susan Yelenick, Jon Yelenick and
Neil Yelenick.
Conrad was loved by many grandchildren, great-grandchildren, nieces, nephews and Craig cousins, and will be
missed dearly by many friends and relatives. He enjoyed gardening, visiting Amish communities, spending winters in
Florida, and watching the Chicago Cubs, Blackhawks, Bears and Illini.
Memorial services will be at 3 p.m. Friday, June 28, at the Hume United Methodist Church, with Pastor Teri Shane
officiating. Memorials may be made to the Hume UMC or a charity of choice.
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Dillman Family Association News Items - continued
From The Dillman-Dayga Group - On May 29 & 30, 2013, the families of Don & Vennie Dillman received the sad
news of their passing literally within minutes of each other. Vennie was the loving wife of Vern Dillman, who survives, and Don
was their nephew, the son of Vern's brother, Omer Dillman. Both were lifelong residents of the Peru, IN area, however Vern &
Vennie had moved to California in recent years to be near their daughter's family and grandchildren. Both Vennie & Don were
happy, fun-loving, cheerful, and embraced life with great enthusiasm. They will be greatly missed. June 1, 2013
Donald Leroy Dillman, 84, was called home to be with his Lord and Savior at 9:25 p.m. Wednesday, May 29, 2013, at
Nort hwoods Village, Kokomo. He was born Jan. 21, 1929 in Miami Count y, to Omer and Mary (Myers) Dillman.
He graduated from Bunker Hill High School in 1947 and retired from Delco Electronics in 1984 after 30 years of service.
Don loved working on old cars, having restored several vintage models from the late 1920s and the 1930s. He was a former
member of the Pioneer Auto Club in Kokomo, serving as its president in the mid-1960s. He also loved his grandchildren and
great-grandchildren. He enjoyed treating his grandchildren to rides in his old cars. Another pastime he spent many hours enjoying
was fl ying. He o bt ained his pr ivat e pilo t ’s l ice ns e and lo ved fl ying ar o und t he near - Ko ko mo ar ea unt il
health problems prevented him from doing so.
He regularly attended Bible Baptist Church after moving back to Kokomo from Florida in 2000. He had been afflicted with
dementia, or Alzheimer’s disease, the last few years, and succumbed to complications from it.
He is survived by his wife, Lavanche (Sue) Faye (Fitzpatrick), Kokomo; three children, Jerry Lee (Mary) Dillman, Kokomo,
Elizabeth Diane (John) Keith, Peru, and Jeffrey Ray (Pamela) Dillman, Kokomo; four grandchildren, Amanda Lynn (Glenn)
Bradley, Kokomo, Valerie Sue Dillman, Indianapolis, Jeffrey Lee (Jennifer) Dillman, Kokomo, and Jacqueline Ray Dillman,
Kokomo; three great-grandchildren, Kayla Dawn Bradley, Kokomo, Miley Grace Bradley, Kokomo, and Jackson Kennedy
Dillman, Kokomo; and one brother, Robert Dale Dillman, Florida.
Viewing will be from 2 to 5 p.m. Sunday at Flowers-Leedy Funeral Home, 105 W. Third St., Peru. Funeral services will be at 10
a.m. Monday, with Pastor Eric Alwine, Don’s nephew, officiating. Burial will be in Ever-Rest Memorial Park Cemetery, Cass
County.

2003 Gathering
L-R: Eric Costella
(Vern & Vennie Dillman's grandson),
Vennie Dillman,
Vern Dillman,
Raymond Dillman,
Don Dillman,
Sue Dillman

Vennie Marie Dillman passed away in Santa Cruz, CA on Thursday morning, May 30, 2013 at the age of 86. Vennie was born
on September 25, 1926 in Smithville, TN to Charles and Minnie Clemens. She lived in Smithville until the age of 12 when the
family moved to Peru, IN where she stayed for almost 73 years. Vennie married Vern Dillman on December 12, 1945 and they have
been happily married for 67 years. Vennie was employed with Square D Company in Peru, IN and retired after 37 years of service.
She was also an active member of the Church of the Brethren.
Vennie was survived by her husband, Vern, of Scotts Valley, CA; her daughter and son-in-law, Cheryl and Ron Costella of Ben
Lomond, CA; her grandson, Eric Costella (Elizabeth) and her great-grandson Ethan Costella of Scotts Valley, CA; her
granddaughter, Ann Costella (Robert Gordon) and her great-granddaughter Erica Costella, of Ben Lomond, CA; and her brother
and sister, Marion DeMien and Frank Clemens, of Peru, IN.
A Viewing will be held on Tuesday, June 11th from 4:00-7:00pm at Flowers-Leedy Funeral Home in Peru. The Funeral will be
on Wednesday, June 12th at 10:00 am at Church of the Brethren, 134 E 5th St Peru, IN 46970 with Pastor Phil Cruea officiating.
Her Burial will be at Ever-Rest Memorial Park, 8315 Logansport Rd. in Peru.
More DFA News on Page 7
3

3.

Recent Local Dillman Reunions

The two groups of Dillmans featured here are in the Hans Georg/Conrad Dillmann line and have been consistent in
holding family reunions annually with only an occasional exception.
The group referred to as the Charleston Group are concentrated in an area of Illinois which includes Charleston,
Hoopeston, and Bloomington, with the occasional gathering in Wisconsin. These folks are mostly descendants of
Reverend C. K. (Clifford Kingsley) and Bertha Eickelberger Dillman. C.K.’s lineage is Jonas, Samuel, John Wesley Sr,
Andrew, Hans Georg Jr, Hans Georg Sr, and Conrad. They are truly interested in their family genealogy, often averaging
75-100 attendees at each reunion. They photograph the groups from each of C.K. and Bertha’s seven children that had
families. There is never a shortage of food and they are willing to listen to their distant cousin, Phil Dillman, and to look
through his displays and to learn about the latest discoveries and activities of the Dillman Family Association.
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This group of Dillmans are descended from Andrew and Elizabeth Bruner Dillman and are referred to as the
Bloomington Group. This Andrew was a son of Andrew and Barbara Roush Dillman. These Dillmans primarily live in
an area of southwestern Indiana which includes Clear Creek, Bloomington, Bedford, and Mitchell. They appreciate their
family history, often allowing Phil to copy their old family photos while listening to him talk about their lineage and
about the DFA. In 2012, they had twice the number of attendees that they usually have. The younger generation showed
a particular interest this year in improving the family reunion communications via the Internet.
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4.

Andrew Reed Dillman, 1841 - ???? - by Phil Dillman

This article was pieced together using information from several sources including “Portrait and Biographical Album
of McLean County, Ill,” and numerous records from Ancestry.com. One of the sources have Andrew R. dying in 1889
but other information contradicts that information, thus, the article.
Andrew Reed Dillman was the seventh child of Conrad and Lydia Reed Dillman. Andrew’s grandfather, Andrew,
was the first North American-born child of Hans Georg Dillmann Jr and Margaretha Murr.
When he was quite young, he was attacked with a disease of the hip, leaving him an invalid for about eight years.
Though his father was poor and could not help much in having his children educated, Andrew R. loved his books and
pursued his studies while confined at home. With some assistance from the district school, he fashioned himself to be a
teacher and began teaching when he was eighteen years old. For a period of eight years, he taught during the winter and
farmed on rented land in the summer during which he also furthered his education at Professor Laycock’s Academy in
Felicity, Ohio.
In 1866, he decided to move west, settling in McLean County, Illinois, serving as a teacher for the first year. For the
next four years, he worked as a clerk in various stores in the town of McLean.
During that time, Andrew R. Dillman met Miss Joanna Croswell. She was born in 1847 and they were married April
2, 1868, in McLean, Illinois.
In 1872, he became a clerk in a drugstore, where he learned enough to become the druggist’s clerk for a period of ten
years. That experience allowed him to open a drug store of his own and was still in operation as of 1887.
On July 10, 1874, he was appointed Postmaster, a position he held until 1885.
On June 24, 1881, Andrew R. and Joanna became the parents of their only child, a daughter named Ora Litta
Dillman.
Following his work as Postmaster in 1885, he then became the Editor of the McLean Lens, a local seven-column
publication that was established in 1879, which was issued every Saturday night.
Besides all of those occupations, Andrew R. also served for six tears as the village’s Police Magistrate and served on
the local School Board to help advance the educational and moral interests of his community. He was Republican in
politics, and he and his wife were connected to the Methodist Episcopal Church.
The Biographical Album from 1887 stated that
Andrew R. and Joanna occupied a “pleasant and
comfortable home.” However, Joanna is listed as living
until 1893. The 1893 City Directory shows Andrew R.
and his daughter, Ora, living “over 113 S. Center”
which is likely an apartment above his drugstore. The
1900 U.S. Federal Census shows Andrew R. and Ora
living with Andrew’s mother-in-law, Catherine
Croswell. By 1909, Ora is listed as living at 505 E.
Douglas in Normal, IL, and working as a cashier,
although, that street is found closer to Bloomington. By
the 1910 census, Ora was back in McLean and listed as
a boarder with the Myers family. Meanwhile, Andrew
was listed in the 1910 census as Andy R. Dellman and
shown living as a Roomer in Mount Hope (McLean)
with eight other people.
It is presumed that Andrew R. was deceased when
Ora is listed in 1918 as living at 336 Loma Dr in Los
Angeles, California and working as a book keeper. By
1921, her address is listed simply as 5th in Los Angeles. The 1940 census lists Ora as living in a rented house on South
Grandview Street in Los Angeles and working as a Stenographer. She passed away August 5, 1962, and is buried in
Forest Lawn Memorial Park in Glendale, Los Angeles County, California.
As of September 2013, we have yet to find the death date for Andrew R. or the location where he and Joanna are
buried.
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Dillman Family Association News Items - continued
From the Hans Georg/Conrad Dillmann line - Delbert “Earle” Dillman - September 6, 2013
DELBERT E. DILLMAN, born December 19, 1919, and died September 6, 2013. Father to Bill Dillman,
Chris Koenig and Mark Dillman. Our dear grandfather, great-grandpa, brother, uncle and friend. Memorial
Service at Lindsay Lane Baptist Church, 920 Lindsay Lane, Florissant, MO. at 11am, Wednesday, September
18.
Earle’s lineage is Delbert “Pete” Dillman 1893, John Charles Dillman 1858, John Wesley Dillman Jr 1830,
John Wesley Dillman Sr 1783, Andrew Dillman 1753, Hans Georg Dillmann Jr 1724, Hans Georg Dillmann
Sr 1682, and Conrad Dillmann, about 1660.
The DFA has been selected to take over moderation of the Rootsweb “Dillman” mailing list. We would encourage
our members to subscribe to the list and participate in online discussions. The DFA sees the Dillman mailing list as a
better, more efficient way to exchange information than the current bulletin board on the DFA website.
To access the Rootsweb mailing list, please go to:
http://bigfile.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/listsearch?aop=1 and type in “Dillman”
At a recent DFA Board meeting, it was suggested that the group considers the possibility of a trip to Germany in
2015. This was based on the success of the trip there in 2009 , the many things learned at that time and since then, and
the potential for discovering still more with this recently learned information. As we further discuss the possibility of
this trip taking place, we will publish the information for you. Stay tuned!
I found this Christmas card several years ago at a store called Origins that was located in Janesville, WI. The store
closed and is run by someone else in the Columbus, Ohio area. They have a website and only set up in person at
various events. I bought the reprint maps and atlases from them such as Illinois from 1876. Check them out online at
origins.com.
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5.

The Second Mega-Reunion, Cincinnati, Ohio, August 2004

By Phil Dillman
(Editor’s note. This is the second in a series of articles reporting events that occurred at early Dillman Mega-Reunions.
A report of the First Mega-Reunion appeared in the June 2013 issue of Dillman Descendants & Ancestors. We invite
others to share their memories of the early years of the DFA and its accomplishments).

With the success of the 2002 Dillman “Mega-Reunion” behind us, the newly-formed Interim Board began
the task of planning the next gathering. Taking what we already knew and mentally processing all that we had
learned during and since meeting in Indianapolis, we decided that we should hold the event in a different
location but still in the Midwest. That way it would be in close proximity for most of those that were present in
Indy yet different enough for those that wanted to explore a different part of the country. It also needed to be
near a major airport for those that were flying in. Thus, we settled on Hebron, Kentucky, across the river from
Cincinnati, Ohio. We also knew that there were lots of Dillmans buried in that area as well as many living
Dillmans whom we had hoped to attract. I know a couple of us were able to visit the monument of Andrew and
Barbara Roush Dillman in Bracken County, Kentucky prior to the reunion.
In Indianapolis, we had Dillman memorabilia on display and binders filled with lots of paperwork, all of
which was on tables at one end of the meeting room. This time, we were able to use the “Armstrong Room” as
our library and display area.
According to the minutes that were recorded by Earl Dillman, “Phil Dillman, acting President, called the
meeting to order at 9AM and made the following announcements: June [Riccio], Earl [Dillman] and Frank
[Dillman] were recognized for their efforts in putting this reunion together as well as June donating the cost of
a 37-marker DNA test that will help us expand our research project. Frank Dillman was thanked for his
contribution to our website’s creation. Frank paid the first year start up costs to get the site up and running.
June Riccio couldn’t be with us this year due to a sciatic nerve
problem that makes travel impossible. The good news is that June
reports continued improvement! Phil was recognized for his
tireless and dedicated efforts by a resounding round of applause.”
“Sue Gail and Tom Tackett contributed a second 37-marker
DNA test. Phil and Earl have been given the assignment of finding
qualified individuals to match these two tests.”
It was suggested that each DFA member can help expand both
our attendance and our knowledge base by just helping us
publicize our existance. By calling Dillmans in our local phone
books or dropping them a note. Likewise, we can look for
connections through the various organizations such as the DAR,
SAR, DOC, SOC, etc.
Earl then conducted the election of officers with the following
results: President - Toby Hurley, Vice-President - Chuck Dillman,
Secretary - Earl Dillman and June Riccio, Treasurer - Joye
Dillman, Librarian - Phil Dillman, Webmaster - Judy Hudson,
DNA Project - Frank Dillman with assistance from Andrew
Stillman and Phil Dillman, and News Editor - Position was left
open.
With the creation of the Dillman DNA Project, we had a
number of surprises with many of the participants not being related
to who they thought they were and others being unexpectedly
related. To that end, Andrew Stillman had learned through Family
Tree DNA that he matched several of the Dillmans in the Dillman
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DNA Project. Through additional research and
comparing notes with the Dillmans, he found
that his ancestor was indeed a Dillman.
Andrew was able to illustrate this by giving a
PowerPoint presentation to our group. At 37
years of age, Andrew was the youngest person
in attendance but had been involved in
genealogy for 21 years!
Dr. James M. Freed, retired zoologist who
taught genetics at Ohio Wesleyan University
and a genealogist for 35 years, gave a
presentation on DNA testing which included a
handout entitled “Genetic Genealogy:
Fracturing Brick Walls.”
When the invitation for the reunion went
out, there were 11 DNA test participants. A
few months later at the reunion, we learned that we had 18! With that news, we felt it was time to expand our
project to Europe so the search was on to find someone fluent in German to create a web page in both English
and German.
Just as we did in 2002, we had scanners and computers running often to collect and copy information for the
next planned set of CDs. Daniel Dillman offered to burn the CDs once Earl and June organized everything onto
a master disk. Chuck Dillman volunteered to make the labels for the disks and jewel cases while Earl supplied
the mailing labels. As late as November, we were still receiving information and photos for inclusion on the
CDs!
Because of a comment that Marguerite Dillman made at the 2002 reunion regarding making sure your
genealogy research goes to the person of your choice, Frank Dillman suggested that we all make certain to
include such a desire in our wills. A form of will rider, a codicil, is an addendum that can be attached to your
will. A form of codicil was included on the Dillman Family Association website.
There was much discussion about both the timing and the location for the 2006 reunion. We considered
trying to combine our event with the Virginia group. However, we recognized that our focus was very different
as we were trying to identify new branches while the Virginia Group were essentially all descendants of
Christopher Dillman. We opted to schedule our next reunion for the first week in August and to invite their
members to our event and encouraged our
members to attend theirs a week later.
Meanwhile, we considered finding a suitable
location in Pennsylvania as virtually all of our
ancestors were there at one time or another plus
there were still large concentrations of Dillmans
living in a few areas of the state. Toby offered to
surf the net to locate where vital records were
maintained in Pennsylvania while Chuck and
Marie planned to visit possible meeting sites in
Pennsylvania within the next few months and
report back. From their trip, they picked up a lot
of material from Robert F. Dillman of Ringtown,
PA. The DFA Board eventually decided to hold
the reunion in Harrisburg, PA.
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6.

If Only All Tombstones Were This Generous!

This is information that was sent from DFA member Valerie Wurn to DFA member Andrew Stillman.

Andrew Stillman - “Here is a Cemetery tombstone transcription for Jacob Church Cemetery, Fearing Township,
Washington County, Ohio that Valerie sent me. I translated the inscription for her (it was in German). This isn't
from her line, sadly, but it is for an immigrant Dillman from Germany which contained info on his birth location
in Germany and parent’s names. It contains a fair amount of personal info that someone may find useful.”
“After speaking with my Bavarian colleague, here is a slightly updated version:”
Dillman, Jacob. born on 5 May 1808, died on 26 May 1873 (geb. is short for geboren = born; gest is short for
gestorben = died)
spouse of Juliana Sander; son of Hilli (possibly short for Hilderbrand or some other nickname but not sure) Dillman
and of Katharina Jung born on 5 May 1808 in Biedesbach, (near Usel), Pfalz. (town, region, state; I suspect this is
now spelled Bedesbach, Kusel, Pfalz; Pfalz is the "state" which is known as the Palatinate in English and is just
above the French border along the Rhine river http://www.citypopulation.de/php/germany-rheinlandpfalz.php?
cityid=07336106) died on 26 May 1873 in Muckingum Township, Ohio; aged 65 years, 21 days
Here rests in the Lord. The struggle has ended. To rest quietly in the grave. He is still missed. The children's last
gift. Peace be with you.. John Meisenhelder M (stone mason)
Dillman, Julianne born on 18 May 1811; died on 24 Jan. 1890.
(spelling mistake or typo, should be Ehefrau) wife of Jacob Dillman, born (Sander) [ie, her maiden name is Sander];
born on 18 May 1811 in Eweiler, Kasel, Bavaria (not sure about this location - Kasel is part of Hesse-Kasel, which
is a different state from Bavaria. Was it you or Rex who had the book on parishes in Bavaria? It would be worth a
look. My colleague could not make heads or tails of this very cryptic location)
died on 24 Jan 1890, aged 78 years, 8 months, 6 days.
Phil Dillman - For most of us in North America, discovering a tombstone with this much information is quite
exciting, even if that person isn’t from our Dillman line. We typically get a person’s name, the years they were born
and died, and maybe an epitaph. Sometimes, just the date they died and their age when they died was included.
Occasionally, we might get exact dates of their birth and death and, if it’s a couple’s headstone, the date they were
married. More recently, the names of a couple’s children are listed. Fraternal Orders or military service is also
common on 20th century stones.
Since the DFA is interested in anyone that is a Dillman or was a Dillman or is related to anybody that even
connects to a Dillman or Variant surname, we certainly hope that the information from the above tombstones can
help someone discover their German roots.
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7.

Dillman Odds and Ends

Shouldn’t every town have one of these? This one is near Clear Creek,
Indiana.
This Dillman Rd. sign is located
in Cochise County, AZ. Don and
Joye Dillman are posing with it.

On the left is Beryl Dillman (the same
gentleman as pictured on page 4 in the pink
and white shirt) and his brother Craig Rhorer
Dillman. Through their performances they won
the opportunity to play on WLS Radio in
Chicago in 1938.
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DILLMAN DESCENDANTS & ANCESTORS
“FUTURE ARTICLES”
We would like to include any Dillman-related stories and/or photos that you might
wish to submit for upcoming newsletters. We will try to include your submitted stories/
photos as quickly as possible.
Phil Dillman, 18351 Cowing Ct., Homewood, IL 60430, pd62pepsi@sbcglobal.net
The DFA newsletter, “Dillman Descendants and Ancestors,” is available by e-mail to all
paid members of the Dillman Family Association. Membership is available to any individual
with interest in the activities of the Dillman Family Association for $25.00, which covers the
two year period between mega-reunions (August 2012-August 2014). Membership in the
DFA entitles individuals to receive an e-mail copy of each newsletter, and information on
other DFA activities. Membership dues should be mailed to Louise McKinney, Treasurer, at
1510 W. Delmar, Godfrey, IL 62035 (merrielouise@yahoo.com).
You can now join the DFA ONLINE through Paypal! Log into Paypal at
www.paypal.com , set up a personal account and use the Send Money feature to deposit
your payment into the DFA account using this e-mail address: merrielouise@yahoo.com
Members may request receiving copies of the newsletter by postal mail instead of e-mail.
Donations of $10.00 per year to cover the cost of printing and mailing such copies will be
greatly appreciated.

Phil’s Phamily Tree Phunnies
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by Phil Dillman

