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1.

Coming soon to a computer near you:
The Revamped DFA Website—By Don Dillman

During the next few months, the Dillman Family Association’s website will be
given a facelift. Like a highway construction project, it will not be finished all at
once, but portions of it will be ready for
you to test drive very soon!
It is being drafted by our Website
Committee consisting of Andrew Stillman, who now serves as webmaster, Mike
Minke and Don Dillman. Plans call for
introducing early pages in the next month,
with additions to be made throughout the
next year. The committee’s goal is to create a website that encourages interest in
DFA activities from any individuals interested in Dillman genealogy, whether or
not they are members of the DFA. We
also want it to be a continuing source of
information for members on the history of
the DFA and its activities.
Plans include the following pages,
each of which will have links to additional pages that provide much more detail:














Genealogical Mysteries Solved by the
DFA
Unsolved Mysteries--Yet to be Answered Questions being researched
Helpful Links for Dillman Researchers

In August 2002, Daniel Dillman undertook the challenge of crafting the first DFA
website. In June 2004, Judy Hudson, married to a Dillman descendant, picked up the
baton, reworked the prototype website and
successfully launched the first DFA website
online. However, Judy was not able to continue in her role for medical reasons and
eventually turned the reigns over to Frank
Dillman, who had pioneered the Dillman
DNA Project’s website. Frank served as
webmaster for both websites ever since and
provided the crucial leadership necessary
for making sure anyone interested in the
DFA and its work could find us electronically. Frank asked to be relieved of the responsibility last summer, after eight years
of much appreciated service, and Andrew
Stillman agreed to take on the webmaster
responsibility. The DFA is grateful to both
Frank and Andrew for making the DFA accessible to all persons interested in Dillman
genealogy.
The new look and feel you’ll be experiencing with the website is in part the result
of our deciding not to produce a CD of
Dillman information from this year’s megaReunion. Instead, we hope to make the
kind of information previously available

DFA Home Page
About the DFA and its history
Origins of the Dillman Surname
Membership: How to join and why
For members only
Past Quarterly Newsletters
Resources in The DFA Library
International Connections and Activities
The Dillman DNA Project
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through CD’s accessible in a more timely
manner through our Newsletter and website.
We see the DFA website, with topical
pages described above and additional
links, as the “Go to” source for answering
questions about Dillman family genealogy. If there is certain information that
you would like to see made available
through our website, please let us know.
We welcome your suggestions and please
re-visit often.

Dillman Farm
Phil has had some of the products from
Dillman Farm and gets a kick out of having
the jars with his last name on the label. You
can order online or visit them at:
Dillman Farm • 4955 W State Road 45 •
Bloomington, IN 47403-9362
Phone 812-825-5525

We are saddened to report on the passing of Norman Gregg Dillman on
November 20th. In lieu of flowers, contributions may be sent to the
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.
We are happy to announce the wedding anniversary of Charles (Chuck) and
Marie Dillman on December 19th.

Treasurer’s Report
As of the officer’s meeting in November, the DFA treasury had
There was an additional membership renewal of
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2. Champion Drag Racer Steve Dillman Still Racing After 48 Years

Steve Dillman, champion drag racer
and founder of Dillman Motorsports, has
been racing since he was 17 years old. "I
started out street racing in the 60's with
Bob Glidden. When Indianapolis Raceway Park (O'Reilly Raceway Park)
opened up, that was my first time at a race
track. Since then, I have had race cars in
almost every NHRA sportsman class,"
says Dillman. After racing for Stout's
Racing for around 10 years, Dillman
founded Dillman Motorsports, Inc. in
2002 and has been racing under that title
ever since. "My wife, Frosty, is my crew
chief and my entire family, children, siblings, even extended family, is involved in
drag racing." During his 48 years of racing, Dillman has earned many titles, including the Moroso Five Day over-all

points Champion and Five Day Event Winner, Mid-Michigan Big Money Champion,
Bowling Green Ten-Tuck Winner, Track
Champion at IRP, as well as several NHRA
titles, including SuperComp Divisional
Winner at IRP, Jegs Sports Nationals Super
Street Runner-up at Columbus, and SuperPro Finals Runner up at IRP. Dillman says
his relationship with K&N started in 2006.
"After installing a K&N air filter, my car
actually ran one and a half miles per hour
faster. I feel that the performance of K&N
air and oil filters is superior and the individuals at K&N are always professional
and very supportive."
Dillman Motorsports was even instrumental in helping K&N become the official
oil filter of Steve Schmidt Competition Engines. "I retired from the Indianapolis Fire
4
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Department after a 38 year career. I now
work part-time in outside sales and as
tech advisor for Steve Schmidt Competition Engines. Given my sponsorship by
K&N and my position with Schmidt, it
made sense for me to connect two companies that I believe rank at the top of the
list in motorsports. Schmidt is the only
builder who guarantees his race engines
for one year. It is important that his engines are outfitted with the best possible
filters to accommodate his guarantee.
Who better to do that than K&N?" says
Dillman.
With so much already accomplished in
the racing industry, Dillman shows no
signs of stopping and continues to come
up with innovative ideas. "I am

putting together a deal with Steve Schmidt
to build a new engine for the 2010 season. I
hope to debut it in Atlanta in April, 2010,"
says Dillman. For now, he will continue
racing his 1967 Chevy II in Super Street
and Super Pro, doing just what he loves
best. "The people I have met in drag racing,
the relationships I have cultivated with my
sponsors, my wonderful friends from Racers for Christ, as well as my family, sustain
me."
This article was found online at K & N
Engineering’s website, located in Riverside,
CA.—Phil
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3. Immigrant Dillmans in Early American History—by Louise McKinney Part 1
The British brought German Palatine
immigrants to colonize the New World.
Many came to New York and the Carolinas. Some were brought to Virginia to
work in the iron mines. In the mid 1700s
there were German settlements from
Nova Scotia to Georgia.
William Penn invited German Quakers to his new colony. In setting up his
“Holy Experiment,” he needed immigrants to act as a buffer between the English in the cities along the coast and the
Indians. Quakers and people of many
other sects soon came to establish theselves in the New World seeking prosperity and religious freedom.
By 1717 the number of foreigners
seemed to alarm the authorities, who were
afraid there would be too many Germans
here. The Provincial Council adopted a
resolution requiring all masters of vessels
importing Germans and other foreigners
to prepare a list of such persons, their occupations, and where they came from;
further, these immigrants should sign a
declaration of allegiance and subjection to
the king of Great Britain, and of fidelity
to the Proprietary of Pennsylvania.
Males, ages 16 and older, were recorded.
Early Dillman immigrants were:
Hans Georg Dillmann and his brother
Heinrich Jacob on the Virtuous Grace in
1737; another Hans Georg Dillmann (also
recorded as Georg) with his wife and two
children on the ship Brothers in 1751; and

Whitewater, AZ Post Office, c. 1910
In 1910 the area around Whitewater,
Arizona had a population of 400+ people—among them were two Dillman
families who were not related to each
other. How could that be? Peter A.
Dillman (my great grandfather) was
born and raised in Pennsylvania and I
assumed that was where all Dillmans
were from. I was in for quite an adventure as I researched German immigrants
and especially those with the Dillman
surname!
Six Germans were among the early
Jamestown settlers. A few came to New
Amsterdam and some with the Swedes
to Delaware. The first fairly large
group came in 1683 from Crefeld, Germany. These Quakers, who sailed on
the Concord, founded Germantown.
They produced cloth and sold large
quantities to New York and Boston.
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Georg Friederich Dillman who came on
the Neptune in 1755.
Tillman immigrants were: J. Henry
Tillman passenger on the Neptune in
1751; Johannes Tillman 1752 on the
Forest; and Nicklas Tillman in 1754 on
the Good Intent.
The immigrant farmers wanted superior land on which to farm. Therefore, arriving Germans sought soil having a certain mineral make-up, specifically limestone-rich. Black walnut trees
thrive on such land. Germans were eager to buy black walnut tree-dotted land.

any banisters, his barns as big as fortresses, his horses like mammoths, his
cattle enormous.”
Although German horses were known
in every part of the state, some of them
wandered from home. Early newspaper
clippings tell us that in 1794 Jacob Dillman, living in Baltimore County, found a
stray, bay horse, about 15 hands high and
advertised for its owner. Henry Dillman’s
dark iron roan mare strayed from his
place in Hager’stown in 1804, and a reward of $5.00 was offered if the horse
was brought home. Geo. and Andrew
Dillman appraised a stray strawberry roan
mare at $25.50 in 1814 in Bracken
County [Kentucky].

German farmers living in Pennsylvania built huge barns while they lived
in log huts. The animals were fed impressively. When they built their
homes, the houses were of stone and
built for duration. A colonial writer observed, “His wife is even a jolly, portly
dame, his children chubby rogues, with
legs shaped like old-fashioned mahog-

Strawberry Roan Mare
The German immigrants brought from
the Old World their fondness for good,
substantial meals—fuel for hard working
people. The Germans became known for
their skill in cabinetmaking, wagonmaking, and sausage-making! German
7
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cooking could be said to have added
considerably to the girth of America!
So sustaining was the food, and industrious the German folk, that many of the
most popular early inns in this country
were those operated by Germans.
Pork was the most used meat in colonial America. Pigs could pull carts,
but then they went into pots and sausages. The porker was indisputably animal king of the homeplace, for despite
its bumping, snooting ways, the hogs
made mighty good ham, hocks, bristle
hair brushes, hides, and other handy
things. German cooks knew how to do
justice to the butchered hog!
Redemptioners were immigrants
who gained passage to America by selling themselves into indentured servitude
to pay back the shipping company
which had advanced the cost of the sea
voyage. They were at a disadvantage
because they negotiated their indentures
upon arrival after a long and difficult
voyage with no prospect to return to
their homelands. More than half of the
18th and early 19th century Germanspeaking immigrants came as redemptioners.
The Baltimore Patriot ran this ad on
May 5, 1814: “6 Cents Reward! Ranaway from the Subscriber, on the 17th ult,
LEWIS DILLMAN, an apprentice to the
Tailoring Business, aged 14 years. Had
on when he went away, a corduroy Over
-Jacket and velvet Pantaloons, both
olive color. All persons are forbid harboring or taking away said boy, at their

peril—Whoever returns said Lewis Dillman, shall receive the above reward, but
no charges paid. C. BOURJOLLY”
There was a need for good roads to
get farm products to market. The Conestoga Wagon probably began as a farm
wagon that was adapted for use on the
rough, hilly ground in Lancaster County,
Pennsylvania. A cover was added to protect the goods inside from the rain, the
bottom was bowed in the middle to make
it less likely that the material inside the
wagon would slide as the wagon went up
and down hills, and the wheels were large
so the wagon could pass over streams
without getting the products inside wet.
The wagon was also high so that it could
pass over large stumps that were left in
the “road.” A wagon driver would often
walk along side the wagon. He could also
ride the wheel horse or pull out the lazy
board to sit on; there were no real seats on
the wagon. The people who used the lazy
board ran the risk of being called lazy.
Good farming land was being taken
up, and was also getting quite expensive.
Settlers started migrating in hopes of finding good land. The Great Valley Road
linking Lancaster down to Big Lick
(Roanoke) was opened. It was common
to see six immigrant wagons a day passing through the Shenandoah Valley at any
one point. German settlers in the Shenandoah Valley kept to themselves so much
that other settlers seldom saw them. They
clustered in farms close to their church
and school. They ventured into the towns
8
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of New Market, Luray, Woodstock, or
Harrisonburg only to trade.
In addition to the human traffic on
the Great Valley Road, the driving of
cattle and hogs continued. About 120
cattle formed a drove, with a manager
directing the movement from horseback and two footmen assisting. Pigs
moved in droves numbering as many
as 5000, driven by a swineherd.
Migration moved westward
through Fort Pitt as settlers on foot,
horseback and wagons trekked from
eastern Pennsylvania and New England west to new lands and opportunities.
Toll roads were built by contractors
or by hired laborers supervised by
trained road-builders. Turnpike companies had to hire people with at least
some understanding of civil engineering to lay the road out. On the whole,
the turnpike roads were well located,
and well built. Most American turnpikes were 20 feet wide. The Lancaster pike was at least 24 feet throughout
and even wider in places.
The first Bible printed in America
was in German, and was printed in
Philadelphia by Christopher Saur. The
first Bible in the English language was
not printed in America until 40 years
later.
The radical pietists, Mennonites,
Moravians, Dunkers, Schwenkfelders,
and Amish migrated in groups, often
being the majority, if not all, the passengers on their respective ships.

They came before other groups. By
1735 Lutherans and German Reformed
were outnumbering the pietistic sects.
Churches were built, but ministers were
few and far between. Roman Catholics
were settling in Maryland.
As the immigrants adapted to their
new environment, they not only used
Old World village and family connections in their struggles to succeed, but
also developed a new, larger ethnic
identity with German speakers from
other villages and regions. This ethnic
identity remained strong in later generations and through the upheavals of the
Revolutionary Era. By 1790 almost all
of the immigrants and their descendants
still spoke German, married other Germans, went to German churches, and
lived near or next to German neighbors.
Most Germans in the Colonies were
Patriots, except for the pacifist sects. It
is a fact that the first company of militia
to arrive at Cambridge in 1775, after the
battle of Lexington, came from York
County, Pa., and was composed entirely
of Pennsylvania Germans. From Georgia to the Mohawk Valley, every German settlement sent its young men to
fight for liberty. Among the patriots
was Andrew Dillman of Lancaster
County, Pennsylvania. However, one of
the colorful figures in the Revolutionary
War was a simple woman of German
birth. We know her as “Molly Pitcher.”
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Conrad Dillman was a member of the
jury in Pennsylvania, while Jacob Dillman had petitioned for a Tavern and Coffee House license in Cincinnati.
Our Dillman ancestors were on the
move! They went south in the Virginia
Valley into Tennessee and Kentucky, then
north to southern Ohio.
Some went west to Pittsburgh, then
down the Ohio River to Kentucky and
southern Ohio on flatboats like the Andrew Dillman family. Others went directly into Ohio on roads from western
Maryland or Virginia.
German families went west from
North Carolina into Kentucky and Tennessee. Others went west along the Mohawk Valley, then along the shores of
Lake Erie to northern Ohio.
By the time the 1820 census was
taken, Dillmans had served in the War of
1812 and many continued to be on the
move!
The Dillmans remaining in Pennsylvania were the households of Adam, Anthony, Peter, Susanna, Alen, George, and
Sarah. Jacob, Christian and Christopher
Dilman were in Philadelphia. Henry Dillman was in Maryland.
Bracken and Jessamine Counties in
Kentucky were home to the Andrew, Ann,
Frederick, and Michael Dilman families.
Across the river in Ohio, the George
and John Dillman families lived in Brown
county. Conrad, David, Joseph, and Michael Dilman lived in the Ohio counties
of Stark and Union, while John Dillmon
lived in Pickaway County.

Molly Pitcher
The British hired 30,000 Hessians as
mercenaries to fight for them. Of this
number, 7000 were killed, 6000 remained and some returned to Germany.
Those who remained were absorbed into
the German settlements.
Very few Germans came to America
between 1783 and 1815 because of Napoleonic Wars and the French occupation of much of Germany from 1806 to
1813. However, there was much movement within the United States. Peter
Dillman had a letter remaining for him
in the Orwigsburg, Pennsylvania post
office. From the Herald of the Valley
newspaper in Virginia we find that
Jacob, Daniel, and Abraham Dillman
had letters remaining in the post office
at Fincastle. John Dillman had mail remaining in the post office in Charleston.
10
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During this period, many Germans
were being absorbed into the Englishspeaking culture.
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―DILLMAN REUNIONS‖

Several groups of Dillmans hold reunions in different locations each year. In this
part of the newsletter, those reunions will be posted with times and locations updated
as they become available to us. If you would like your Dillman reunion listed here,
please send us the appropriate information. All dates, locations and times are subject
to change.
2011Saturday, May 14th, Noon 5:00 PM
Descendants of Covey & Ethel Mary Dunning Dillman
Part of the Hans Georg Dillmann group
Homewood, IL
Saturday, June 25th, roughly 11:00 AM—3:00 PM
Descendants of Andrew & Elizabeth Bruner Dillman
Part of the Hans Georg Dillmann group
near Bloomington, IN
Saturday, July 9th,
Descendants of Reverend C. K. & Bertha Eickelberger Dillman
Part of the Hans Georg Dillmann group
Charleston, IL
Saturday, October 8th,
Descendants of Frank & Minnie Dillman
Part of the Hans Georg Dillmann group
12
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6. Meredith Dillman is an artist and illustrator living in Minnesota. Most of her paintings
are created with watercolor. She enjoys painting fairies, woodland creatures and other fantasy and medieval themes and has been drawing such since childhood. She is inspired by
Pre-Raphaelite artists, Japanese comics, and
turn-of-the-century book illustration.
Meredith holds a BFA degree in Illustration from Minnesota State University. Her
work has been published in RPG games and
licensed for products and collectables. She
recently illustrated the book Watercolor Made
Easy: Fairies and Fantasy from Walter Foster.
Below are two examples of her work.

COPY
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Please let us know your reactions to this issue of the DFA newsletter. Are there any particular
features you would like to see in future issues of the newsletter?
“FUTURE ARTICLES”
We would like to include any Dillman-related stories and/or photos that you might wish to
submit for upcoming newsletters. We will try to include your submitted stories/photos as
quickly as possible.
Phil Dillman, 18351 Cowing Ct., Homewood, IL 60430, pd62pepsi@sbcglobal.net
The DFA newsletter, “Dillman Descendants and Ancestors,” is available by e-mail to all
paid members of the Dillman Family Association. Membership is available to any individual
with interest in the activities of the Dillman Family Association for $25.00, which covers the
two year period between mega-reunions (August 2010-August 2012). Membership in the
DFA entitles individuals to receive an e-mail copy of each newsletter, and information on
other DFA activities. Membership dues should be mailed to Louise McKinney, Treasurer, at
1510 W. Delmar, Godfrey, IL 62035 (merrielouise@yahoo.com).
Members may request receiving copies of the newsletter by postal mail instead of e-mail.
Donations of $2.00 per issue to cover the cost of printing and mailing such copies will be
greatly appreciated.

Phil’s Phamily Tree Phunnies
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by Phil Dillman

