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DILLMAN DESCENDANTS & ANCESTORS 

1.                 ―The 2010 Dillman Mega-Reunion‖      By Phil Dillman 

        By all accounts, the 5th Dillman Mega-

Reunion was a great success! That seemed to 

be the consensus of those that had attended 

each of the previous gatherings as well as 

those that were there for the first time. Don 

Dillman, the President of the DFA from 2008 

to 2010 and current Past President, sent an e-

mail to all of the attendees thanking them for 

their ―contribution to the success of the 2010 

Mega-Reunion.‖ The following is taken from 

that e-mail: 

I am not sure what I enjoyed the most:  

 --seeing the DFA Library spread over more tables 

than at any of the previously four reunions, and the 

space still seeming a bit crowded. Thanks, Phil, for 

being our Librarian and thanks to all of you-- I know 

there are a bunch of you--who added new materials 

this year. And, thanks to everyone who helped set-

up and take-down, which included a lot of you. 

 --seeing the photo-books of the Germany experi-

ence compiled by Robert and Carol, and by Andrew, 

and reliving some of that experience through the re-

ports from those who were there. 

 --meeting the Virginia Dillmans (Rod and Carol 

Dillman and Kevin Anderson) for the first time and 

realizing that we have now located nearly 500 years 

of ancestry for that Dillman line.  Wow! 

 --hearing a summary of the DFA progress from An-

drew and Frank, and as a result understanding ―a 

little bit more‖ about the process and each of the 

lines now on our DFA web page, than I did before. 

 --learning from Louise McKinney about the paths 

of German immigrants to and through North Amer-

ica, spiced with mention of specific Dillmans from 

so many different family lines. And, for this Iowa 

boy who misses having a black walnut tree in the 

backyard and who had no idea about how the ph of 

the soil affects their ability to grow, that was just 

plain fascinating. 

 --Learning from Chris Dillman about the Volga 

Russia Germans and thinking about the complexity 

of tracing a German family to Russia and then to 

Canada and the U.S.  

 --having dinner each night with many of you, and 

realizing now that the best way to get into a restau-

rant without waiting is to bring along 20 or so of 

one’s closest friends. 

 --meeting a Dillman descendant (Blair) who came 

to the reunion with one of his ancestors (Earl Dill-

man!) Thanks, Blair. 

--leaving Roanoke knowing the DFA is in the good 

hands of our new officers—Chris Dillman, Presi-

dent; Phil Dillman, Vice-president; Melissa Minke, 

Secretary; and Louise McKinney, Treasurer. Thanks 

to all of you for the next two years of rewarding 

work. 

       For me, it was a relief (especially after 

driving more than 12 hours) to see many of 

the attendees waiting by the door of the hotel 

in order to help bring in a number of 18 gal-

lon totes from the back of my pick-up that 

were filled with 3-ring binders and Dillman 

memorabilia. They helped unpack the totes 

and spread it all out on at least six tables 

while also setting up the registration table 

and my color copier.  We also covered the 

walls with family tree information and the 

latest Dillman DNA charts.  During the next 

two days, several of the items that were ob-

tained by the group that traveled to Germany 

in October 2009 were added to the Dillman 

memorabilia collection. 
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        The Mega-Reunion began with Don 

Dillman welcoming everyone to the event 

and explaining how the DFA began and what 

we’ve learned as a group. Louise McKinney 

then directed the Around-the-Room Introduc-

tions. Remembering how the introductions at 

the previous Mega-Reunions ate up more 

time than necessary, Louise did a fantastic 

job at keeping it moving! Don Dillman spent 

some time elaborating on what the DFA has 

learned about Dillmans in North America 

during the past few years. Then, it was time 

for me to describe the various aspects of the 

DFA Library/Archive which was spread out 

on the tables at the back of the room. I ex-

plained how I had collected a number of Dill-

man items over the years, both from my fam-

ily and from Ebay and how I was always 

looking for more memorabilia to add to the 

collection. I also described how I had the 

binders set up and sorted out according to my 

ancestors and their siblings on one table, 

binders for groups that had participants in the 

Dillman DNA project on another table, and 

unplaced Dillmans on yet another table. I fin-

ished up quickly as I wanted the attendees to 

have time to look at the memorabilia and the 

binders before heading off to lunch.  

      As with previous Mega-Reunions, we had 

several presentations from members of our 

group. Dr. Guido Deboeck, who was origi-

nally slated to speak on mtDNA, was unable 

to attend our event but, with a working 

knowledge of the presentation and with cop-

ies of the Power Point slides, Andrew Still-

man stepped in and gave the presentation on 

the Doctor’s behalf.  

DILLMAN DESCENDANTS & ANCESTORS 
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     Andrew also gave a presentation on the 

Dillman DNA project which had been con-

siderably expanded and updated due to the 

growth of our Dillman DNA project and 

the updated knowledge at Family Tree 

DNA.                                       

     Frank Dillman and Andrew Stillman 

gave a report about the progress and chal-

lenges in updating the DFA Website. 

     Louise McKinney gave a great presenta-

tion about the typical paths of German im-

migrants into North America, often quoting 

newspaper stories about various Dillmans 

in the towns where many of our own Dill-

man ancestors lived. She used helpful im-

ages, maps and photos, many of which in-

cluded her own Dillman family. 

     The ―Perspectives From Germany‖ por-

tion was very enjoyable with Power Point 

presentations and stories from those that 

attended the trip to Germany in 2009. 

Along with many beautiful photographs, 

there was even some music and video that 

was captured by Robert Dillman on his cell 

phone. 

     Chris Dillman gave a brief history of her 

Dillman ancestors that had gone from Ger-

many to Russia to teach the Russians agri-

culture and then from Russia to Canada. 

She is still digging deeper into learning her 

family’s earlier history and shared some of 

those challenges with us. 

     The business portion of the Mega-

Reunion featured the Treasurer’s Report, 

the DDNA Financial Report, a discussion 

about what the DFA’s priorities for the next 

two years should be, concerns about how 

the group is ―legally‖ organized, where we 

should meet in 2012, the election of offi-

cers, and plans for those going to the Vir-

ginia Dillman reunion in Marion, VA. It 

made for a full afternoon. However, with 

the Nominating Committee headed up by 

Robert Dillman, the elections went 

smoothly.  

     The current officers for 2010-2012 are 

pictured here: 

Pictured from left to right are: 

Melissa Minke-Secretary, Louise McKin-

ney-Treasurer, Phil Dillman-Vice President, 

and Chris Dillman-President. Don Dillman 

remains as Past-President. 

     One of the unscheduled events which 

took place between two of the presentations 

was a trip outside of the front doors to view 

and photograph the 1982 DeLorean auto-

mobile which is owned by Rod Dillman 

from Virginia. Naturally, there were several 

references to the movie ―Back to the Fu-

ture.‖ 

                     (continued on page 6) 
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                   The 1982 DeLorean 

   “GREAT SCOTT!” - Blair Dillman, in a 

“Back to the Future” pose, took many of 

the photos in this article. 

       Looking through the many Dillman  

        binders and collectibles on display. 

To see all of Blair’s pics - http://s20.photobucket.com/albums/b249/Blaip/Misc/Roanoke_August_2010/  

http://s20.photobucket.com/albums/b249/Blaip/Misc/Roanoke_August_2010/
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     Just as a heads-up for anyone hoping to 

attend the next DFA Mega-Reunion in 2012, 

it was decided in Roanoke that it should take 

place in the Midwest since that seems to 

work the best for the majority of attendees. 

After the officers research the three loca-

tions, it will be announced in an upcoming 

newsletter. 

     It was also suggested that, as a way to 

help spread the word about the existence of 

the DFA, everyone could contact Dillmans 

living near them by either telephone or by 

writing them letters. Even in the letters, the 

addressee could be informed that we would 

like to speak to them or be put in contact 

with the person in that family most interested 

in genealogy. We would appreciate it if eve-

ryone reading this could join us in this effort. 

As Earl Dillman said, it often takes numer-

ous attempts to contact each person to get 

them interested in talking with you.  

     On a personal note, I mentioned at the re-

union that, even though I talk about Pepsi 

quite a bit and have it as part of my e-mail 

address, I do not work for them. It is a hobby 

of mine to collect anything Pepsi and to pre-

serve their history. I do, however, drive a 

truck which actually got stuck in a cemetery 

in Oblong, IL where I had stopped to take 

some headstone pictures. Ah, genealogy. 

DILLMAN DESCENDANTS & ANCESTORS 

 

     The DFA Mega-Reunion group photo, taken on the second day. A few of the  

              attendees could only attend the first day and are not pictured. 
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     For those of you that are new to the DFA, 

we felt that we should list the past officers of 

this group since we were first created in 

2002. 

     After the first ―Mega-Reunion‖ took 

place, June Riccio realized that we never 

held an election for the positions of the offi-

cers that we should consider necessary for 

such an organization. Thus, we started out 

with Phil Dillman as President, Earl Dillman 

as Vice-President, and June Riccio as both 

Secretary and Treasurer. After a number of e-

mails, that was changed and additional 

names were added. The official slate of offi-

cers and positions for 2002-2004 was Earl 

Dillman as President, Phil Dillman as Vice-

President, June Riccio as Secretary/

Treasurer, Glenda Dillman as Membership 

Contact, Daniel Dillman as Web Host, Frank 

Dillman as DNA Project Coordinator, Don & 

Joye Dillman as European Researchers, and 

Toby Hurley as American Researcher.  

     For 2004-2006, it was Toby Hurley as 

President, Chuck Dillman as Vice-President, 

Earl Dillman and June Riccio as co-

Secretaries, Joye Dillman as Treasurer, Phil 

Dillman as Librarian/Archivist, Judy Hudson 

as Web Host, and Frank Dillman as DNA 

Project Coordinator (with assistance from 

Phil Dillman and Andrew Stillman).  

     For 2006-2008, it was Chuck Dillman as 

President, Robert Dillman as Vice-President, 

Joye Dillman as Treasurer, Barb Welch as 

Secretary, and Phil Dillman as Archivist. 

     For 2008-2010, we had Don Dillman as 

President, Andrew Stillman as Vice-

President, Christina Dillman as Secretary, 

Earl Dillman as Treasurer, Frank Dillman as 

DNA Project Coordinator  and Webmaster, 

and Phil Dillman as Archivist and Newsletter 

Editor. 

     We also have the office of ―Past Presi-

dent‖ and have a number of DFA members 

that have helped with the production of CDs, 

working the registration tables, and many 

other positions of assistance. 

DILLMAN DESCENDANTS & ANCESTORS 

                        Group Dinner outings included the Olive Garden and TGI Fridays. 

2.                                                  ―Past DFA Officers‖ 
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     It is remarkable when families in the U.S. can 

trace their family back to the 1500’s. It’s even more 

remarkable when contemporary descendants of that 

same ancestor, living on two different continents 

come into contact with one another after centuries of 

not knowing they are related, and can begin to ap-

preciate their common heritage. That’s what hap-

pened to the Virginia Dillmans of the U.S. and the 

Dihlmanns of Wurmberg, Germany, the result of 

efforts by the DFA. In the March, 2009, issue of 

Dillman Descendants & Ancestors it was reported 

that DNA tests confirmed that these groups shared a 

common ancestor. 

     On October 9, 2009, the DFA tour group to Ger-

many spent a wonderful day in Wurmberg, with Di-

hlmanns who trace their ancestry to the early 1500’s. 

An important part of that day was explaining to us a 

family tree that represented the descendants of Mi-

chael Georg Dillmann (or Dhyllmann) born before 

1500. George Friedrich Dillmann who was born in 

1735, and emigrated to North America, was the sev-

enth generation of Dillmanns on a Family Tree 

shown to us that day, drawn by Marianne Fritz née 

Dihlmann who is pointing to it in the photo below. 

     In 2008, Erich Dihlmann, a member of this fam-

ily, responded to our invitation to do a DNA test. 

Results showed that he matched North American 

descendants of George Friedrich, now known to us 

as the ―Virginia Dillmans,‖  because they originally 

settled in that area of the United States.  

     George Friedrich’s name, without a death date, 

appears as the first name on the fifth branch from the 

the bottom of the tree that comes from the left side 

of the tree trunk.  There is no death date, because it 

was unknown to the Wurmberg Dihlmanns at the 

time this family tree was created.  The ancestors lo-

cated on the trunk of the main trunk of the tree be-

side and below the branch leading to Georg Frie-

drich are listed below (http://

dillmanfamilyassociation.org/ddna/dnalist.htm ). 

DILLMAN DESCENDANTS & ANCESTORS 

3.                      Five Hundred Years of Common Ancestry: 

The Virginia Dillmans and the Dihlmanns of Wurmberg—By Don Dillman 

                           

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For a full version of this tree, turn to page  16 

http://dillmanfamilyassociation.org/ddna/dnalist.htm
http://dillmanfamilyassociation.org/ddna/dnalist.htm
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 Michael Georg Dillmann (Dhyllmann) b. 

bef. 1500 in Olbronn, Eisingen, or Kraich-

gau area, Germany, d. in Wurmberg, Ger-

many 

 Michel Dillmann (Thilmann) b. 1Feb1536 

in Wurmberg, d. 1598 in Wurmberg, m1. 

Margarete abt. 1561; m2 Waldurga 

abt.1576, b. in Wurmberg, d. abt. 1584 in 

Wurmberg; m3 Anna abt. 1585 

 Georg Dillmann (Dullmann) b. 29 Sep 

1584 in Wurmberg, d. 07 Jul 1635 in 

Wurmberg; m. 1607 Katharina Kuener in 

Wurmberg, b. in Wimsheim, Germany, d. 

25 Oct 1634 in Wurmberg 

 Georg Dillmann b. 8 Feb 1621 in Wurm-

berg, d. in Wurmberg; m1. Elisabetha 22 

Apr 1645 in Wurmberg, b. 1626, d. 9 Mar 

1683 in Wurmberg; m2. Agnes Katharina 

Baisinger 12 Feb 1684 in Wurmberg, b. 

29 Jun 1661 

 Jakob Dillmann b. 28 Jan 1657 in Wurm-

berg, d. 11 Jan 1724 in Wurmberg; m. 

Elizabeth, d. 16 Feb 1726 in Wurmberg 

 Johann Jakob Dillmann, b. 27 Oct 1685 in 

Wurmberg, d. 20 Aug 1735 in Wurmberg; 

m1 Katharina Pfluger 29 Jan 1704 in 

Wurmberg, b. 18 Oct 1678 in Wiern-

sheim, Germany, d. 07 Mar 1716 in 

Wurmberg; 2m Anna-Margarete N. abt 

1716, b. 10 Dec 1696 in Wurmberg, d. 19 

Sep 1771 in Wurmberg. 

 Georg Friedrich Dillmann, b. 12 Oct. 

1735 in Wurmberg, d. 1793 in the USA; 

m. Catarina. 

 

     The comments that follow were written by 

Marianne Fritz, and presented to the assembled 

group of DFA visitors and Dihlmann family mem-

bers by her husband Richard Fritz. It provides much 

appreciated insight into the ancestral origins of the 

Virginia Dillmanns.  The DFA is grateful to the ef-

fort made by Marianne Fritz and other Dihlmanns 

to arrange our visit to Wurmberg, and the wonder-

ful hospitality we experienced there. We also 

greatly appreciate their efforts to help us understand 

Dihlmann heritage in Germany. 

DILLMAN DESCENDANTS & ANCESTORS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  Pictured here are the DFA visitors with members of the Dihlmann family. 
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The Dihlmann Family Tree 
By Marianne Fritz née Dihlmann 

 
     In the 70s and 80s of the last century I 
worked through the church records in Wurm-
berg, writing down all Dihlmanns. This way a 
first family tree came into existence already, 
however small. 
     In search of living bearers of the name I 
came across Erich Dihlmann in Pforzheim. To 
my great surprise he had already collected a 
lot of data, and his intention was to write a 
book. From that moment onward we cooper-
ated, exchanged data and did research - 
Erich Dihlmann for his book, and I for my fam-
ily tree. 
     All Dihlmanns that we found were from 
Wurmberg, but we found no connection with 
the name bearers in the Alsace and the west-
ern parts of Baden. 
     Now over to the family tree: it starts with a 
Michael Dilmann. His birth wasn’t registered 
at all, but his year of death 1595 was. How-
ever, there is a draft list which mentions a Mi-
chael Dilmann as early as 1536, who was a 
spear bearer. Presumably this is the father of 
the Michael from the church record. 
     Then the Dillmann families started to multi-
ply. The pestilence as well as the 30 years 
war [1618-1648], a religious war, decimated 
the entire population. After the war only one 
bearer of the name was still alive, and his 
name was Jerg. Jerg or Jörg is a short ver-
sion of the name Georg. From this Jerg three 
major lines emerged: 
1. The Hans branch 
2. The Jakob branch, and 
The Jörg branch. 

 
     At that time, the spelling of the name was 
“Dillmann” with two “ll“. 
Then the following happened: in 1751 Pastor 
Öchslin came to Wurmberg, and he started to 

write the name with „ih“. The Wurmbergers 
who had left the town beforehand, kept their 
two „ll“. One of those was Jörg, whom we – 
my husband and I – found in the Nussdorfer 
marriage record. However, the Jörg branch is 
not part of the drawn family tree. There simply 
was no more space left. 
     Erich Dihlmann then did some research on 
this line and included it in his book. Firstly 
there is the Nussdorf line, then the Aurich line, 
but also the Illingen line, from which the 
schoolmaster of Illingen and his famous sons 
August and Christian emerge. My husband 
has made a drawing of that line. 
The persons that are shown on the family tree 
and emigrated, I have copied from Erich Di-
hlmann’s book. 
     In the Hans branch on the right there is an-
other one who moved to Pforzheim with the 
name Dillmann; this is Georg Balthasar, born 
in 1749. He also has offsprings that migrated 
to America. 
     Later in 1796, Andreas Dihlmann moved to 
Tuttlingen, and he then had the „h“ behind the 
„i“ – like we from Wurmberg. From Tuttlingen, 
where the well-known Dihlmann shoes were 
manufactured, some offsprings went to Amer-
ica as well. 
     Unfortunately Erich Dihlmann died in De-
cember 2007, he would have been very 
pleased about this visit. I suppose that it was 
also him who established the contacts to 
overseas. Likewise, my uncle Fritz Dihlmann, 
who himself was also an expert, has not been 
among us for a long time. 
     My husband Richard has been a great 
help to me when putting this family tree on 
paper. 
 
October 2009. 
 
Marianne Fritz nee Dihlmann 
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     On August 14, 2010, nearly 10 months after the 

meeting in Wurmberg, 15 DFA members, includ-

ing 7 who visited Wurmberg,drove from Roanoke, 

site of the 2010 DFA Mega-Reunion to Marion, 

VA, to join the Virginia Dillmans at their biennial 

family reunion. Organized by Betsy (Dillman) 

Ross it was attended by about 125 Georg Friedrich 

Dillmann descendants and families. On this sunny 

Saturday, against the backdrop of a large picnic 

shelter, pine trees, and nearby lake, we finally had 

the opportunity to share with these relatives of the 

German Dihlmanns, the wonderful remembrances 

given to us by the Wurmberg  Dihlmanns—maps 

of Wurmberg identifying Dilhlmann houses, the 

beautiful family tree, the detailed genealogy com-

piled by Erich Dihlmann and family crest created 

by him, plus many pictures from the Klaus Di-

hlmann bakery, the Wurmberg community church 

and the good times we had shared on that special 

day. 

     The connection made between the Dihlmanns 

of Wurmberg and the Virginia Dillmans is the first 

connection the DFA has been able to make be-

tween contemporary families in Germany and 

North America. That in itself is a significant ac-

complishment. Tracing heritage of this Dillman/

Dihlmann family through five hundred years, the 

furthest back in time that we have been able to 

trace any Dillman line, is even more significant.  

We hope this connection is only one of many such 

linkages that will be made between North Ameri-

can Dillmans and their relatives in other parts of 

the world. 
    The DFA, which exists to help all Dillmans 
learn about and appreciate their ancestry, is grate-
ful to both the Dihlmanns of Wurmberg and the 
Virginia Dillmans, for welcoming us into their 
lives on these special days we experienced with 
them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 Betsy Dillman Ross 

 

     Genealogy displays from both the  

  Virginia Group and the DFA collection. 
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4.                            ―THE DILLMAN DNA PROJECT UPDATE‖  

By Phil Dillman, Don Dillman, and Andrew Stillman 

      
     The Dillman DNA Project continues to excite and occasionally surprise many Dillman family re-

searchers. We have seen some groups that may be connected to others that we weren’t previously aware 

of such as the Vachel Dillman group and those in Meagher’s Grant, Nova Scotia, Canada. Here are the 

groups that are currently represented in the Dillman DNA Project. 

  

Haplogroup R1b1 and  R1b1b2, DDNA family group 1 

     This is what we refer to as the Anthony Dillman Group. Some of the participants list their earliest 

known ancestors as Anthony and Susanna Kalbach Dillman. Other matching participants include those 

from the Cline Dillman Group from Tippecanoe, Co., IN, the John Cormick Dillman Group from Western 

Pennsylvania, folks from Newmarket, Ontario, Canada, the Ashland/Shenandoah and Ringtown areas of 

Pennsylvania, as well as a group from New York. 

  

Haplogroup G2a3b, DDNA family group 2 

     This is what we refer to as the Hans Georg Dillmann Group. Several in this group started with their 

earliest known ancestors to be Andrew and Barbara Roush Dillman, myself included. There is a partici-

pant that descends from a George Michael Dillman, born in Kentucky in 1810 and married a distant 

cousin named Matilda Dillman. That they were cousins was possibly unknown to them and unknown to 

researchers of that line until the DNA project. There is also a participant that descends from John and Jane 

____ Dillman, born in 1814 in Kentucky and a probable brother to George Michael from 1810.  Probably 

the biggest surprise in this group was the discovery of Andrew Stillman’s DNA matching several of the 

G2 Dillmans and learning through some serious research that his ancestor, George Stillman, was origi-

nally Georg Adam Dillmann! You can read the whole story online at www.dillmanfamilyassociation.org.  

     Besides the Andrew born 1753 and his siblings Georg Adam, Georg Michael, Conrad, and his sisters, 

other Dillmans in this group include Dillman Farms from Bloomington, IN (as well as five generations of 

Dillmans in Lucas County, Iowa, also part of that line), former Vice-President Dick Cheney Jr., and actor 

Bradford Dillman (we still need a DNA participant from the Conrad Dillman line that Bradford descends 

from, although, documentation supports the connection). This group also connects to the town in north-

eastern Indiana called Dillman. 

 

Haplogroup I2b, DDNA family group 3 

     This is now the combination of what were originally the Virginia Dillman Group and the Germany 

Group research by Erich Dihlmann of Pforzheim. It was discovered just after Erich’s passing in 2007 

that his DNA matched the participants from the Virginia group. Once Christopher Dillman, born 1767 in 

Philadelphia, PA was connected to Erich’s group, their family lineage stretched back to Michael George 

Dhyllmann, born before 1500 in Olbronn, Germany. The Virginia Dillmans are thus descended from the 

same ancestor as an extensive family of contemporary Dihlmanns from the area around Wurmberg, Ger-

many. 
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Haplogroup R1b1 and  R1b1b2, DDNA family group 4 

     This is the Vachel (vah-kel) Dillman Group. They have family members living in Wisconsin near 

Madison and Prairie du Chien as well as in the vicinity near Clay Co., IL. Potentially, we can add to 

this group the Christof Tillman/Dillman Group which traces their line to the Hesse area of Germany. 

[While their DNA is close to the Vachel Dillman Group, given that the group is R1b, the DNA marker 

numbers need to be closer to link them with any degree of certainty – Andrew] Their immigrant ances-

tor was sent to Canada as a Hessian soldier to fight for the British against the United States during the 

Revolutionary War. Part of this family still lives near Meagher’s Grant, Halifax Co., Nova Scotia, Can-

ada while an earlier descendant moved to the Dakotas in America, with one of their descendants mov-

ing to northern Wisconsin and establishing Dillman’s Sand Lake Lodge, now called Dillman’s Bay Re-

sort, near Lac du Flambeau. Another participant in this group still bears the last name of Tillman and 

traces their ancestry back to Belgium. 

Haplogroup T, DDNA family group 5 

     This group is referred to as the Art Dillman Group because he compiled much of the information 

that makes up his Gedcom (family tree computer file). This group can trace its line back to Johann 

Nicolaus Dillmann. His son, Johann Michael Dillman was born 1755 in the Rheinland-Pfalz area of 

Germany and immigrated to North America, ending up in Harrison, IN. This group includes Daniel 

Dillman from Minnesota. There is a DNA participant whose DNA matches the group but we are wait-

ing for his lineage to be submitted. 

Haplogroup J2, DDNA family group 6 

     This group is called the Lembach Group and has its earliest known ancestor living in Lembach, 

Alsace, France. Daniel Dillmann, born 1750, was the gGrandfather of Jacob Dillmann, the immigrant 

that ended up in Ohio. One of his descendants currently lives in Michigan. 

  

Haplogroup I1, DDNA family group 7 

     This is the Dillman-Dayga Group. Their ancestor, Jacob Diehlman, was born before 1720 in Wur-

tenburg, Germany. The theory is that his wife was given land and, in order to keep the land when she 

married, Jacob had to take his wife’s last name which he then dropped upon arrival in North America. 

Some of their descendants moved to Preble Co., OH with others moved into Indiana. This group of  

Dillmans include Dillman Food Stores in Middletown, OH, Dillman’s Furniture in Muncie, IN, and 

Bluegrass musicians Dwight and Derek Dillman. 

 

Haplogroup I2b, DDNA family group 8 

     This group, the Mathias Dillmann Group, can only trace back to Mathew (Mathias) Dillmann who 

was born, possibly in Berlin, Germany in 1851 and died in 1901 in Baltimore, MD while his wife lived 

another 49 years. They had one son who was married and lived in the same city. Little more is known 

about this line. 

 DILLMAN DESCENDANTS & ANCESTORS 
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Haplogroup I1a, DDNA family group 9 

     This group, the Peter Dillman from Russia Group, traces back to Peter Dillman, born 1789, 

whose son, Peter, was born about 1838 in Mariental, Samara, Russia. His son, Martin, immigrated to 

Canada, ending up in Kelowna, British Columbia. 

 

Haplogroup R1b1b2 and R1b1c, DDNA family group 10 

     This is an interesting and confusing group. Henry Dillman was born in 1835 and died in 1878 in 

Udall, Cowley County, Kansas. Henry served in the Union Army from Doniphan County, Kansas. 

Family recollections and stories indicate he had been born in Germany, but he later recorded his birth 

in the federal censuses as having occurred in Louisiana, and later, ... in Missouri. He had seven children 

with at least four of them being married with three of those having children. Henry’s claim that he was 

born in Louisiana is interesting because another participant that matches this group’s DNA lists John 

Tilman/Tillman being born in 1782, possibly in South Carolina. He moved to Louisiana where three 

generations of descendants were born and raised in that state, all of whom retained the name Tillman. 

However, another participant in this group has their ancestor, John B. Tillman being born in 1855 in 

Missouri. The last participant in this DNA group goes back to Alpha Omega Tilghman, born in 1856 in 

Owen Co., KY. The next two generations stayed in Kentucky with that same surname. 

  

Haplogroup R1b1b2, DDNA family group 11 

     We have very little information for this recent addition, the Gabriel Dillmann Group. Gabriel Dill-

mann was born probably about 1800. His son, Johann Heinrich Dillmann, was born 1822 in Schönberg, 

Germany, and he was a Miller by trade. This participant volunteered for a DNA test after meeting the 

DFA group that visited Germany in October 2009. 

Haplogroup G, DDNA family group 12 

     The information for the Karl Dillmann Group is also incomplete. Karl Dillmann was born ca 1890 

and died ca 1959 in Geisenheim, Rhineland-Pfalz, Germany. He married Elisabeth May and they had a 

son, Karl Dillmann, who was born 6 March 1927 and died in 1980. This participant’s DNA was also 

obtained during the DFA group’s visit to Germany in October 2009. 

Haplogroup R1b1b2, DDNA family group 13 

     This is yet another group with limited information and is called the Billings, Montana Dillman 

Group. Dave Daniel Dillman, son of Jim Dillman, was born 26 Jan 1891 or 1892 or 1893 in Billings, 

MT. From 1911 to 1912, he lived in the Sand Springs Orphanage, Sand Springs, Tulsa County, OK. He 

died 13 Jan 1965 in Muskogee, OK and was buried in Morris, OK. He was married 24 Sep 1946 in 

Wichita Fall, TX to Flossiella Holmes who was born 24 July 1926 in Midway, OK. She died 2 Jun 

1999. Per 1930 US Census, Dave Daniel Dillman was married to Anna Uabravin(?) with stepchildren 

in Okla. City, OK.. 

 DILLMAN DESCENDANTS & ANCESTORS 
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Summary 

     We hope you found this as interesting to read as it was for us to reread all of it and to 

present it to you. Some of these lines are very well documented while others need some 

deep research. If anyone reading this enjoys a challenge, please feel free to find out what 

you can to help us expand our knowledge of some of these smaller groups. If you are a 

male with the last name of Dillman, Tillman, Tilghman, or any other variation, we 

would welcome your participation in the Dillman DNA Project. If you enjoy looking 

through records either online or in courthouses, we could use that sort of assistance as 

well. Remember, your research not only helps the DNA test participant, it helps every-

one that is working on the Dillman branch of their family tree. For more information 

about the DNA project and the other resources we have, please visit the Dillman Family 

Association website at www.dillmanfamilyassociation.org. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Items from the Germany Tour in 2009  
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5.                    ―Andrew Dillman’s Valley Forge Muster Roll Update‖ 
 

     After the past newsletter went out with the information I found online regarding my 

5th gGrandfather, Andrew Dillman, who was born in 1753, having served under George 

Washington at Valley Forge, I received this e-mail from my cousin, Raygena Garringer.                              
 

     It is with great interest I noted that the Dillman newsletter featured the Valley Forge muster 

roll of Andrew Dillman. I believe I mentioned Andrew and his Valley Forge connections during 

my presentation at the 2008 Dillman Reunion. I am the person who got his name on this web-

site. I made a case for his inclusion on the website because of the evidence I had gathered 

for my membership in the National Society Descendents of Washington's Army at Valley 

Forge. I am one of about four members of this Society in Iowa. It is quite an achievement in 

the heritage society world to prove that your ancestor qualifies.  

 

     I am the person who made sure that Andrew was included on this website about three 

years ago. He does NOT appear on any of the formal muster rolls. He was included because 

I made a good case for him. He enlisted at the right time. He was Continental Army (militia 

were not at Valley Forge). He fought at the Battle of Monmouth (first battle right after Valley 

Forge. His commanding officer, John Stoy, DID appear on the Valley Forge Muster Rolls. 

Therefore, he very likely was with John Stoy at Valley Forge and then proceeded with him to 

the Battle of Monmouth as well as several other battles. 

 

     As a member of the DAR for over 25 years, I have many of the DAR records relating to 

Andrew Dillman. After the war, he was a militia captain in Pennsylvania and is a qualifying an-

cestor for National Society Dames of the Court of Honor. There are at least 200 societies in 

the United States and I am pleased to say Andrew Dillman is a qualifying ancestor for many. 

He was in the right place at the right time historically and is a fascinating individual.  

 

Raygena Garringer 

Williamsburg, Iowa 

Descendent of Andrew Dillman through his daughter Susan 

     I am impressed with the way that Raygena was able to build such a convincing case 

for this ancestor and hope it will provide inspiration for any other family researchers 

that believe they have an ancestor that needs to be recognized and honored they way 

that Andrew Dillman has been.                      -Phil Dillman 

DILLMAN DESCENDANTS & ANCESTORS 
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6.                                            ―DILLMAN REUNIONS‖ 

 

 

      Several groups of Dillmans hold reunions in different locations each year. In this part of the 

newsletter, those reunions will be posted with times and locations updated as they become 

available to us. If you would like your Dillman reunion listed here, please send us the appropri-

ate information. All dates, locations and times are subject to change. 

 

2010-   

 Saturday, October 9th , 11:00 AM – 3:00 PM Central time  

            Descendants of Frank & Minnie Walker Dillman                        

  Part of the Hans Georg Dillmann group Tamms, IL 

 

2011- 

 Saturday, date to be determined 

 Descendants of Covey & Ethel Mary Dunning Dillman 

  Part of the Hans Georg Dillmann group Homewood, IL 

 

 Saturday, June 25th,  roughly 11:00 AM—3:00 PM 

 Descendants of Andrew & Elizabeth Bruner Dillman 

  Part of the Hans Georg Dillmann group near Bloomington, IN 

 

 Saturday, July 9th,  

 Descendants of Reverend C. K. & Bertha Eickelberger Dillman 

  Part of the Hans Georg Dillmann group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Virginia Dillman Group 2010 reunion at Hungry Mother State Park 
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 7. 

                                                                                                                                                                      

I found this while leaf-

ing through the 2009 

edition of ―Who’s Who 

in America‖ recently. 

Recognize any of the 

names?                                                 
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    Please let us know your reactions to this issue of the DFA newsletter. Are there any particular fea-

tures you would like to see in future issues of the newsletter?  

 

                                                   “FUTURE ARTICLES” 
     We would like to include any Dillman-related stories and/or photos that you might wish to submit 

for upcoming newsletters. We will try to include your submitted stories/photos as quickly as possible. 

Phil Dillman, 18351 Cowing Ct., Homewood, IL 60430, pd62pepsi@sbcglobal.ne  

 

     The DFA newsletter, “Dillman Descendants and Ancestors,” is available by e-mail to all paid 

members of the Dillman Family Association. Membership is available to any individual with interest 

in the activities of the Dillman Family Association for $25.00, which covers the two year period be-

tween mega-reunions (August 2010-August 2012). Membership in the DFA entitles individuals to 

receive an e-mail copy of each newsletter, and information on other DFA activities. Membership 

dues should be mailed to Louise McKinney, Treasurer, at 1510 W. Delmar, Godfrey, IL 62035 

(merrielouise@yahoo.com).       

     Members may request receiving copies of the newsletter by postal mail instead of e-mail. Dona-

tions of $2.00 per issue to cover the cost of printing and mailing such copies will be greatly appreci-

ated. 
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  Phil’s Phamily Tree Phunnies           by Phil Dillman 


